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2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive Manual:
A Comprehensive Guide
The 2013 BMW 5 Series, a paragon of German engineering and luxury,
introduced a sophisticated infotainment system: iDrive. Understanding its
intricacies is crucial for maximizing your driving experience. This comprehensive
guide serves as your definitive 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive manual, covering
everything from basic operation to advanced features. We'll explore the system's
functionality, benefits, potential drawbacks, and provide troubleshooting tips to
ensure you master this powerful technology. Key areas we'll cover include
iDrive controller operation, navigation system usage, media integration,
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and BMW ConnectedDrive services.

Understanding the 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive
System
The iDrive system in the 2013 BMW 5 Series represents a significant leap
forward in in-car technology. It acts as the central hub controlling various
vehicle functions, from climate control to navigation, all managed through a
central controller and a high-resolution display screen. Unlike simpler systems,
iDrive uses a menu-driven interface, requiring some initial learning but
ultimately offering a highly intuitive and customizable experience once
mastered. This system distinguishes itself with its logical menu structure,
although some users initially find the learning curve steeper than simpler
button-based interfaces. The system’s elegance lies in its ability to integrate
multiple functions seamlessly.
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Mastering iDrive Controller Operation: A Step-
by-Step Guide
The heart of the 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive system is the rotary controller
located on the center console. This intuitive device allows you to navigate the on-
screen menus with precision. Here’s a step-by-step breakdown:

Rotary dial: This allows you to scroll through menus, select options, and
confirm choices.
Shortcut buttons: Surrounding the rotary dial are shortcut buttons
providing quick access to frequently used functions like navigation, phone,
media, and vehicle settings. These significantly improve ease of access and
reduce distraction.
OK button: Confirms your selection.
Back button: Returns you to the previous menu.
Menu button: Accesses the main menu.
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Practicing with the controller is key to mastering the system. Start by exploring
the main menu options and experimenting with different functions. Familiarize
yourself with the layout and shortcuts to minimize distractions while driving.

Navigating and Utilizing iDrive’s Advanced
Features: Navigation and Media
The 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive system offers a comprehensive navigation
system, integrating real-time traffic information (depending on subscription) and
providing detailed maps. Inputting destinations is straightforward using either
voice commands, the controller, or the optional handwriting recognition feature.
The system intelligently reroutes you if necessary, avoiding traffic congestion
and keeping you on schedule. This navigation system's accuracy and user-
friendly interface contribute greatly to overall driver satisfaction.

Beyond navigation, the iDrive system seamlessly integrates various media
sources. Connect your smartphone via Bluetooth, USB, or aux input to enjoy
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your favorite music. The system supports various audio formats, providing
excellent sound quality through the car’s audio system. The user-friendly media
interface allows for easy selection of tracks, playlists, and radio stations,
ensuring a smooth and enjoyable listening experience.

BMW ConnectedDrive Services: Enhancing Your
Driving Experience
The 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive system often comes equipped with BMW
ConnectedDrive services (subscription may be required). These services enhance
connectivity and convenience, offering features such as:

Real-time traffic updates: Avoid delays and optimize your route with
accurate traffic information.
Remote services: Lock/unlock your vehicle, check its status, or remotely
start the engine (if equipped) using your smartphone.
Concierge services: Access a live operator for assistance with various
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tasks, like finding restaurants or making reservations.
Emergency services: In the event of an accident, the system
automatically contacts emergency services and provides your vehicle's
location.

These connected services provide significant added value, ensuring both safety
and convenience during your journeys. However, remember that these features
require an active subscription, and costs should be factored into your ownership
considerations.

Conclusion: Mastering Your 2013 BMW 5 Series
iDrive System
The 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive system is a powerful and versatile infotainment
system. While it initially requires some learning, mastering its functions greatly
enhances the driving experience. Through understanding the controller
operation, exploring its navigation and media capabilities, and utilizing the



2013 Bmw 5 Series Idrive Manual

2013 Bmw 5 Series Idrive Manual
7

available ConnectedDrive services, you can fully harness the potential of this
sophisticated technology. Remember to consult your owner's manual for detailed
instructions and troubleshooting tips. Familiarization with the system will
transform your driving experience from merely functional to truly enjoyable and
connected.

FAQ: Addressing Common iDrive Questions
Q1: My iDrive screen is frozen. What should I do?

A1: A frozen screen usually requires a system reset. This typically involves
holding down the power button for several seconds until the system restarts. If
the problem persists, consult your owner's manual or your BMW dealership.

Q2: How do I update my navigation maps?

A2: Navigation map updates are usually handled through a USB drive or via a
dealership update. Consult your owner's manual or the BMW website for specific
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instructions and availability. This often involves purchasing an update.

Q3: Can I connect my Android phone to iDrive?

A3: Yes, you can connect your Android phone via Bluetooth for phone calls and
audio streaming. However, full smartphone integration functionalities might be
limited compared to Apple CarPlay (which wasn't available as standard in this
model year).

Q4: How do I use voice commands?

A4: Press and hold the voice command button on the steering wheel or the
controller. Speak your command clearly and concisely, following the prompts
provided by the system. The system's voice recognition accuracy can vary
depending on environmental conditions.

Q5: What are the common problems associated with the 2013 BMW 5
Series iDrive?
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A5: Some reported issues include occasional glitches, slow response times, and
occasional navigation inaccuracies. Proper software updates can often mitigate
these issues. More significant problems would usually necessitate a visit to a
BMW service center.

Q6: My iDrive system isn’t recognizing my USB drive. What could be
wrong?

A6: Ensure the USB drive is formatted correctly (typically FAT32). Try a
different USB drive to rule out issues with the drive itself. Also, check the USB
port for any obstructions.

Q7: How do I change the language settings on my iDrive?

A7: Navigate to the settings menu in iDrive, usually found under the vehicle
settings or system settings section. Look for a language option and select your
preferred language from the available list.

Q8: Is it possible to upgrade the iDrive system in my 2013 BMW 5 Series?
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A8: While a complete iDrive system upgrade might not be feasible, software
updates are regularly released by BMW to improve functionality and address
bugs. Check with your local BMW dealership for available updates and their
compatibility with your vehicle.

Navigating the 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive: A
Comprehensive Guide
The 2013 BMW 5 Series, a stylish powerhouse of German engineering, boasts a
technology centerpiece that initially impressed many, yet frustrated just as
many: the iDrive system. This handbook delves deep into the intricacies of the
2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive, clarifying common misconceptions and providing
hands-on advice for navigating its capabilities. Forget struggling with the
controls – by the end of this exploration, you'll expertly control your vehicle's
infotainment and vehicle settings.

The iDrive system, in its 2013 implementation, represents a considerable leap
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forward in automotive technology. Unlike simpler systems, it depends on a
central controller knob, located on the center console, combined with a high-
resolution display screen. This design intends to minimize distractions while
driving, allowing for intuitive control of a extensive array of capabilities.
However, its initial learning gradient can be challenging for first-time users.

Understanding the iDrive Controller: The circular controller is the essence of
the iDrive system. It offers four primary actions: up, down, left, and right.
Rotating the knob navigates through menus and lists, while pushing it selects
items. The encompassing buttons provide shortcut access to frequently used
functions , such as the radio, navigation, and telephone. The integrated shortcut
buttons are configurable allowing you to program them to your preferences .

Navigating the Menu Structure: The iDrive system's menu structure is
hierarchical . Starting from the main menu, you move through down a series of
submenus to reach specific settings or applications. Each display provides clear
visual cues and labels to guide you. Learning this hierarchical structure is
crucial to efficiently operating the system. It's analogous to navigating a file
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system on a computer – it takes practice, but it becomes second nature over
time.

Key iDrive Features: The 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive offers a abundance of
functionalities:

Navigation: A state-of-the-art navigation system with real-time traffic
updates, place-of-interest searches, and voice guidance.
Entertainment: Integration with AM/FM radio, CD player, and often, an
auxiliary input for external devices. Many models also include a hard drive
for music storage .
Telephone: Hands-free calling via Bluetooth connectivity, allowing for
safe and convenient communication .
Vehicle Settings: Access to a vast array of vehicle settings, including
climate control, driving modes, and seat adjustments.

Tips for Effective iDrive Usage:

Practice makes perfect: Spend time acquainting yourself with the
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system's functionality.
Utilize the iDrive manual: BMW provides a comprehensive owner's
manual, which offers extensive explanations and instructions.
Explore the settings menu: Discover the hidden features within the
system's many settings options.
Use voice commands: When safe to do so, utilize the voice commands to
reduce the need for manual control during driving.

Conclusion: The 2013 BMW 5 Series iDrive system, though initially challenging,
is a powerful tool once mastered. By understanding its organization and utilizing
the tips provided, you can unlock the full potential of this advanced infotainment
system, enhancing your driving experience . This guide serves as a foundation
for your iDrive journey, paving the way for a more seamless and enjoyable
driving experience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: My iDrive screen is frozen. What should I do? A: Try turning the
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ignition off and on again. If the problem persists, consult your BMW dealer.

2. Q: How do I update my iDrive software? A: Updates are typically handled
through a USB drive or directly via a service connection at your BMW
dealership. Check your owner's manual for specific instructions.

3. Q: Can I connect my smartphone to iDrive? A: Yes, through Bluetooth or a
USB connection, depending on your phone and the specific iDrive version. Refer
to your owner's manual for pairing instructions.

4. Q: How do I change the language settings on iDrive? A: The language
settings are usually found within the main settings menu. Navigate through the
menus until you locate the "Language" or "Language & Input" option.
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