87 Honda Big Red Service
Manual

87 Honda Big Red Service
Manual: Your Guide to
Maintaining Your Classic ATV

The 1987 Honda Big Red, a stalwart of the ATV world, demands
proper care to ensure its longevity and peak performance. This
article serves as your comprehensive guide to utilizing the 87
Honda Big Red service manual, highlighting its key features,
practical applications, and providing crucial insights into
maintaining your classic machine. We'll explore everything from
basic maintenance to more complex repairs, ensuring you get the
most out of your investment.

Understanding the 1987 Honda Big
Red Service Manual

The Honda Big Red service manual for 1987 isn't just a book;
it's your indispensable companion for understanding and
maintaining your ATV. This detailed document provides step-by-
step instructions, diagrams, and specifications essential for
performing various maintenance tasks and repairs. Whether
you're a seasoned mechanic or a novice enthusiast, this manual is
your gateway to keeping your Big Red in top condition. Finding a
reliable copy, either physically or as a digital download, is crucial.
Many online marketplaces and dedicated ATV parts suppliers offer
these manuals. Ensuring you acquire a genuine Honda manual, or
at least a high-quality reproduction, is key to avoiding inaccurate
information.

##+# Key Features of the Manual

e Detailed Diagrams: The manual utilizes clear,
comprehensive diagrams showcasing the intricate workings
of the 1987 Honda Big Red's engine, transmission, braking
system, and electrical system. These visual aids are
invaluable for understanding component locations and
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relationships.

» Step-by-Step Instructions: Each repair or maintenance
procedure is meticulously outlined, guiding you through
each step with precision. This reduces the risk of errors and
makes even complex tasks manageable.

* Torque Specifications: Accurate torque specifications are
provided for each bolt and nut, ensuring proper tightening
and preventing damage. Ignoring these specifications can
lead to component failure or even injury.

e Parts Diagrams and Lists: The manual often includes
exploded parts diagrams, showing how individual
components assemble into larger systems. These are
incredibly useful for ordering replacement parts.

e Troubleshooting Guides: Many manuals include
troubleshooting sections to help diagnose and resolve
common problems, saving you time and potential costly
repairs.

Benefits of Using the 87 Honda Big Red
Service Manual

Utilizing the 1987 Honda Big Red service manual offers
numerous advantages beyond simply fixing broken parts. It's an
investment in the long-term health and value of your ATV.

* Extended Lifespan: Regular maintenance, guided by the
manual, significantly extends the lifespan of your Big Red.
Preventative maintenance, such as oil changes and air filter
cleaning, are critical for engine health.

e Cost Savings: By performing your own maintenance and
repairs, you avoid expensive mechanic bills. This is
particularly beneficial for common tasks like replacing brake
pads or adjusting the carburetor.

e Improved Performance: A well-maintained ATV performs
better and more reliably. The manual ensures you adhere to
Honda's specifications, optimizing your machine's power
and efficiency.

e Increased Safety: Regular inspections and maintenance,
as detailed in the manual, identify potential safety hazards
before they become major problems. This is crucial for safe
ATV operation.

* Deeper Understanding: Using the manual provides a
thorough understanding of your ATV's mechanics, fostering
a deeper appreciation for its design and functionality. This
knowledge empowers you to make informed decisions
regarding its care.
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Practical Applications: Maintenance
and Repair Using Your Manual

The 87 Honda Big Red repair manual is a practical tool for
various tasks, from routine maintenance to more complex repairs.
Let's look at some examples:

e Routine Maintenance: The manual clearly outlines
procedures for oil changes, air filter cleaning, spark plug
replacement, and chain lubrication - all essential for
keeping your Big Red running smoothly. Following the
specified intervals is key to preventing major problems.

e Brake System Maintenance: The manual details
procedures for inspecting and replacing brake pads and
adjusting the brake cables. Proper brake maintenance is
paramount for safety.

e Carburetor Adjustment: The carburetor is a crucial
component, and the manual provides guidance on cleaning
and adjusting it for optimal engine performance. This often
requires a specialized tool kit.

e Electrical System Troubleshooting: The manual guides
you through troubleshooting electrical problems, such as
faulty lights or a dead battery. Diagnosing electrical issues
can be tricky, but the manual simplifies the process.

e Engine Overhaul (Advanced): While more complex, the
manual can even assist with more advanced procedures like
an engine overhaul, if you have the mechanical skills and
patience.

Sourcing Your 87 Honda Big Red
Service Manual

Finding a reliable Honda Big Red 1987 service manual is
crucial. Consider these sources:

e Online Retailers: Sites like Amazon and eBay often offer
both physical and digital copies. Be sure to check reviews
and seller ratings to ensure authenticity.

e ATV Parts Suppliers: Many specialized ATV parts
suppliers sell manuals directly. This is often a reliable
source for genuine Honda manuals.

e Online Forums and Communities: ATV enthusiast
forums and online communities can provide helpful
information on locating manuals and offer advice on
troubleshooting.
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Conclusion

The 1987 Honda Big Red service manual is an invaluable asset for
any owner seeking to maintain and repair their ATV. Its detailed
instructions, diagrams, and specifications empower you to
perform maintenance and repairs, extending the life of your
machine, saving money, and ensuring safe operation. By
investing in a reliable manual and taking the time to learn its
contents, you'll unlock the potential of your classic ATV and enjoy
many years of reliable off-road adventures.

FAQ: 87 Honda Big Red Service Manual

Q1: Where can | find a digital copy of the 1987 Honda Big
Red service manual?

Al: Numerous online retailers like Amazon and eBay sell digital
downloads of the manual. You can also find them on specialized
ATV parts websites. Always verify the seller's reputation to ensure
you're getting a legitimate copy and not a low-quality
reproduction.

Q2: Is it necessary to use the official Honda manual?

A2: While unofficial manuals might exist, using the official Honda
manual is strongly recommended. It ensures accuracy and
provides the most reliable information based on Honda's
specifications. Unofficial manuals might contain errors that could
lead to damage or injury.

Q3: Can | perform all repairs myself using the manual?

A3: The manual covers a wide range of repairs, but some tasks
might require specialized tools or advanced mechanical skills. For
complex repairs, consider seeking assistance from a qualified
mechanic. Always prioritize safety - if unsure, don't attempt the
repair.

Q4: How often should I perform routine maintenance as
outlined in the manual?

A4: The manual specifies recommended maintenance intervals for
tasks like oil changes, air filter cleaning, and spark plug
replacement. Adhering to these intervals is crucial for optimal
engine performance and longevity.

Q5: What if | encounter a problem not covered in the
manual?
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A5: Online ATV forums and communities can be invaluable
resources for troubleshooting problems not explicitly addressed in
the manual. You can also consult with experienced mechanics or
Honda dealers.

Q6: Are there any specific tools I'll need to use the manual
effectively?

A6: The specific tools will vary depending on the task, but having
a basic set of wrenches, screwdrivers, and possibly specialized
tools for carburetor adjustment or electrical work is
recommended. The manual will generally list any specialized tools
required for each procedure.

Q7: How do I find the correct torque specifications for my
Big Red's bolts and nuts?

A7: The official Honda service manual provides precise torque
specifications for all bolts and nuts. Using the correct torque is
essential to prevent damage to engine components. Using an
accurate torque wrench is essential.

Q8: Can | use the 87 Big Red manual for other model
years?

A8: No, it's not recommended. While some components may be
similar across model years, there are likely significant differences
that could lead to errors and potentially damage your ATV. Always
use the service manual specific to your ATV's year and model.

Decoding the Secrets Within: Your
Guide to the 1987 Honda Big Red
Service Manual

The 1987 Honda Big Red, a classic three-wheeler, holds a special
position in the memories of many off-road aficionados . Its robust
engine and reliable performance made it a go-to for decades .
However, keeping this workhorse in tip-top condition requires
more than just gas and grit . It demands a deep comprehension of
its inner workings, and that's where the 1987 Honda Big Red
service manual comes in. This handbook is your ticket to
unlocking the capabilities of your beloved machine.

This article will explore into the subtleties of the 1987 Honda Big
Red service manual, explaining its structure and highlighting its
most important sections. We will expose the tricks to effective
maintenance, preventative measures for common problems , and
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helpful advice for diagnosing difficulties .
Navigating the Manual: A Step-by-Step Approach

The 1987 Honda Big Red service manual isn't just a compilation of
diagrams and details ; it's a thorough reference designed to
empower you to manage virtually any repair task. The manual is
typically structured logically, progressing from basic checks to
more complex procedures.

You'll find sections dedicated to:

e General Information: This section often includes safety
precautions , cautions, and an summary of the ATV's
systems .

e Maintenance Schedules: A critical section outlining
suggested maintenance intervals for everything from oil
switches to filter swaps. Sticking to this schedule is
essential for extending the lifespan of your Big Red.

» System-Specific Sections: These sections focus on
individual components like the engine, gearbox , braking
mechanism, electrical system , and the three-wheeled
suspension. Each section offers detailed instructions for
examining, adjusting , and repairing parts . Detailed
diagrams and exploded views of components are invaluable
for pinpointing parts and understanding their
interconnections .

e Troubleshooting: This section is your lifeline when things
go wrong . It supplies a structured process to identifying
issues , guiding you through a series of checks to isolate the
cause of the failure .

Beyond the Manual: Tips and Tricks for Success

The manual is essential , but it's not the only tool you'll require .
Consider these additional suggestions:

e Gather Your Tools: Before you begin any project , gather
all the necessary instruments . This prevents interruptions
and ensures a smoother process .

e Work in a Clean, Well-Lit Space: A organized workspace
makes it much easier to locate parts and prevent accidents.

* Take Your Time: Hastening increases the probability of
mistakes . Take your time, and follow the instructions
meticulously.

87 Honda Big Red Service Manual



87 Honda Big Red Service Manual

e Consult Online Communities: Numerous online
communities dedicated to the Honda Big Red are available .
These communities can be a valuable source for assistance,
troubleshooting tricks , and even parts sourcing.

Conclusion:

The 1987 Honda Big Red service manual is more than just a book
; it's your companion in preserving a piece of off-road history . By
mastering its information and following the guidance contained
within, you can ensure your Big Red runs smoothly and
dependably for many adventures to come. Embrace the
opportunity and the satisfaction of keeping this legendary
machine in top form.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Ql: Where can | find a 1987 Honda Big Red service
manual?

Al: You can often find digital copies online through various
retailers selling service manuals, or sometimes even physical
copies on online marketplaces like eBay. Check Honda's official
website for any potential leads as well.

Q2: Is it difficult to use the service manual?

A2: The manual's difficulty depends on your mechanical aptitude.
While it provides detailed instructions, some experience with
vehicle maintenance is helpful. Start with simpler tasks before
tackling more complex repairs.

Q3: Can | perform all repairs myself using the manual?

A3: The manual covers a wide range of repairs, but some may
require specialized tools or expertise. For particularly complex
procedures, it might be best to consult a qualified mechanic.

Q4: What if my manual is missing pages or is damaged?

A4: Contact online communities or retailers specializing in
vintage motorcycle manuals. They might have replacement pages
or copies available.

Q5: Are there any alternative resources to help me
understand the 1987 Honda Big Red?

A5: Yes, several online forums and communities dedicated to
Honda three-wheelers can provide additional support, advice, and
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troubleshooting assistance.
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