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BS 5606 Guide: A
Comprehensive Overview of
Code of Practice for Access
to and Use of Buildings
Understanding building access and usage is crucial for
ensuring safety, inclusivity, and compliance. The British
Standard BS 5606, *Access to and use of buildings*,
provides a comprehensive framework for achieving this. This
BS 5606 guide will delve into the key aspects of this
important standard, examining its practical applications
and the benefits it offers to building designers, users,
and stakeholders. We will explore topics such as access for
disabled people, design considerations for accessibility,
and fire safety within the context of BS 5606.

Introduction to BS 5606: Designing for
Inclusivity and Safety
BS 5606:2018 is a code of practice that offers guidance on
designing and managing buildings to ensure they are
accessible and usable for all, regardless of age, ability,
or disability. It’s not a legal requirement in itself, but
it’s widely referenced and often incorporated into building
regulations and legislation. The standard aims to create an
environment where everyone can move freely, use facilities
independently, and participate fully in building
activities. This includes considering the needs of people
with various impairments, such as visual, auditory,
mobility, or cognitive impairments. The core principle is
to design for inclusivity from the outset, rather than
retrofitting accessibility later.
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Benefits of Following the BS 5606 Guide
Adhering to the recommendations outlined in the BS 5606
guide brings numerous advantages:

Improved Accessibility: The most obvious benefit is
increased accessibility for people with disabilities.
This fosters greater social inclusion and equal
opportunities.
Enhanced Safety: BS 5606 addresses aspects of fire
safety, emergency evacuation, and other safety
considerations, minimizing risks for all users. Proper
wayfinding and clear signage, for instance, are
critical for safe and efficient evacuation.
Increased Usability: The guide promotes designs that
are easy to navigate and use, benefiting everyone,
including older people or those with temporary
impairments. This improves user experience
significantly.
Reduced Legal Liability: While not legally binding,
compliance with BS 5606 demonstrates a commitment to
meeting accessibility standards, reducing the risk of
legal challenges.
Improved Building Value: Buildings that are accessible
and user-friendly tend to be more valuable and
attractive to a wider range of potential users and
buyers.

### Specific Design Considerations within BS 5606

BS 5606 covers a broad range of design elements, including:

Access Routes: Clear, unobstructed pathways,
appropriate ramps, and lifts are crucial for
wheelchair users and those with mobility challenges.
The standard specifies dimensions and gradients for
ramps and details regarding appropriate surface
materials.
Entrances and Exits: Doors must be wide enough, and
thresholds should be minimized to allow easy passage.
Automatic door openers are often recommended.
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Sanitary Facilities: Accessible toilets with adequate
space, grab rails, and appropriate fixtures are
essential.
Signage and Wayfinding: Clear, legible signage,
tactile paving, and auditory signals are vital for
navigation, particularly for visually impaired
individuals.
Information and Communication: Accessible information
provision is vital, utilizing clear fonts, contrasting
colours, and alternative formats like Braille or audio
descriptions.

Practical Application and
Implementation of BS 5606
Implementing the guidelines of BS 5606 requires careful
planning and consideration at every stage of the building
design and construction process. This necessitates
collaboration between architects, designers, contractors,
and end-users.

Early Stage Consultation: Engaging with disability
organizations and accessibility experts from the
outset is crucial to ensure that the design meets the
needs of diverse users.
Detailed Design Review: Thorough review of plans and
specifications against BS 5606 guidelines is essential
throughout the design process.
On-Site Inspections: Regular inspections during
construction are necessary to ensure that the
implementation adheres to the standards.
User Testing: Before completion, user testing by
people with disabilities is vital to identify and
address any potential usability issues.

Fire Safety and BS 5606: A Critical
Element
Fire safety is a paramount concern in any building, and BS
5606 explicitly addresses this, emphasizing the importance
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of accessible and safe evacuation routes for all occupants.
This includes:

Clear Escape Routes: Well-lit and clearly marked
escape routes, free from obstructions, are essential.
Accessible Fire Alarms: Visual and auditory alarms
must be provided to ensure that all occupants,
including those with hearing or visual impairments,
are alerted.
Emergency Lighting: Appropriate emergency lighting is
necessary to aid safe evacuation in case of power
failure.
Refuge Areas: Provision of refuge areas along escape
routes allows individuals who may need extra time to
evacuate to rest and regain their composure before
continuing.

Conclusion: Building a More Inclusive
Future
The BS 5606 guide serves as a vital tool for creating
inclusive and accessible buildings. By incorporating its
principles into design and construction, we can build a
safer and more equitable environment for everyone. While
not a legal requirement, its adoption demonstrates a
proactive approach to social responsibility and good design
practice. Following the guidelines not only enhances
accessibility but also contributes to improved safety,
usability, and overall building value.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is BS 5606 legally binding?

A1: No, BS 5606 is a code of practice, not a legal
requirement. However, building regulations and other
legislation may reference or incorporate its principles,
making compliance effectively mandatory in certain
contexts. Ignoring its recommendations could leave a
building owner open to legal action in case of accidents or
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accessibility-related issues.

Q2: Who should use the BS 5606 guide?

A2: The BS 5606 guide is relevant to a wide range of
professionals involved in the building design,
construction, and management process, including architects,
building designers, contractors, facility managers, and
local authorities. It's also beneficial for individuals
with disabilities and their advocates, ensuring their
voices are heard in the design process.

Q3: How often is BS 5606 revised?

A3: BSI (British Standards Institution) regularly reviews
and updates its standards to reflect changes in technology,
best practices, and legislative requirements. Check the BSI
website for the latest version and any amendments.

Q4: What is the difference between BS 5606 and other
accessibility standards?

A4: While BS 5606 is a comprehensive guide covering various
aspects of building accessibility, it may be used in
conjunction with other relevant standards, such as those
focusing on specific aspects like fire safety or specific
disability needs. It provides a holistic approach,
integrating different accessibility aspects.

Q5: Where can I obtain a copy of BS 5606?

A5: The latest version of BS 5606 can be purchased from the
British Standards Institution (BSI) website.

Q6: What happens if I don't follow BS 5606 guidelines?

A6: While not directly punishable by law in all cases, non-
compliance can lead to increased legal liability in case of
accidents or discrimination lawsuits. It can also result in
buildings that are less usable and less attractive to a
wider range of potential occupants.

Q7: Can I use BS 5606 for existing buildings?
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A7: BS 5606 can be used as a guide for assessing and
improving the accessibility of existing buildings.
Retrofitting work should be planned carefully to achieve
compliance wherever practical and cost-effective.

Q8: What support is available for implementing BS 5606?

A8: Various organizations offer consultancy services and
training related to accessibility and BS 5606. Many
disability charities and advocacy groups can provide expert
advice and support throughout the process.

Decoding the BS 5606 Guide: A Deep Dive
into Flame Safety in Edifices
The BS 5606 guide, formally titled "Code of Procedure for
Inferno Precautions in the Construction of Buildings," is a
cornerstone manual for designers and engineers involved in
creating secure environments. This extensive guideline
provides vital information on how to reduce the risk of
inferno and enhance escape routes in different types of
structures. This article will investigate the nuances of BS
5606, emphasizing its main components and useful usages.

The central objective of BS 5606 is to ensure that
structures are constructed and managed in a way that
reduces the extension of inferno and gives adequate methods
of exit for occupants. This entails a spectrum of elements,
including materials selection, compartmentation,
identification and warning systems, and crisis exit routes.

One of the most significant features of BS 5606 is its
attention on separation. This refers to the division of a
structure into lesser compartments using heat-resistant
components. This method helps to contain the spread of
fire, allowing occupants more chance to evacuate and
permitting firefighters to effectively control the
incident. Think of it like erecting walls within the
edifice itself.

Another critical element is the outline of exit routes. BS
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5606 establishes out clear rules for the design and
building of exit routes, assuring they are sufficient in
width, amount, and approachability for all inhabitants,
including those with impairments. This includes taking into
account factors like indicators, brightness, and
obstructions.

The handbook also deals with the choice of appropriate
substances. Different materials have different degrees of
flame withstand. BS 5606 provides guidance on selecting
components with sufficient fire endurance for precise
purposes. This is specifically important in high-danger
areas of a building, such as cooking areas or server rooms.

Implementing the recommendations of BS 5606 needs a
collaborative undertaking from various professionals,
including architects, engineers, and contractors. Careful
planning and coordination are vital to ensure that the
requirements of the manual are satisfied throughout the
entire construction procedure.

In summary, BS 5606 is an essential asset for anyone
involved in the design of structures. By adhering to its
principles, we can substantially minimize the danger of
inferno and enhance the security of residents. The
handbook's emphasis on separation, escape routes, and
component selection gives a comprehensive structure for
creating secure and resilient buildings.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is compliance with BS 5606 mandatory?

A: The mandatory status of BS 5606 depends on development
regulations in precise jurisdictions. While not always
legally mandated, it's widely adopted as best procedure and
often referenced in construction codes.

2. Q: How often should a building be inspected according to
BS 5606?

A: BS 5606 doesn't state a rigid inspection program. The
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frequency of checks hinges on various aspects, including
the building's maturity, purpose, and risk profile. Regular
care and checks are crucial.

3. Q: Can I use BS 5606 for residential structures?

A: Yes, the principles in BS 5606 are relevant to a broad
spectrum of buildings, including home structures. While the
scale of application may change, the underlying principles
remain pertinent.

4. Q: Where can I obtain a copy of BS 5606?

A: You can acquire a copy of BS 5606 from the British
Standards Institution (British Standards Institution).
Their website provides opportunity to access the manual
digitally or order a physical copy.
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